
How does history come alive for 
you?  Where do you turn to find the 
most authentic and vivid accounting 
of significant, historical events?  
Historians agree that many of the 
most valuable collections found in 
museum archives are the diaries 
and journals of those profoundly 
impacted by an era of uncertainty 
and turmoil.  At the Bureau County 
Historical Society, the personal 
dairies from soldiers who served 
in the Civil War are considered 
priceless.  The experiences and 

thoughts of those young soldiers 
fighting to preserve the Union have 
provided us with a window into one 
of our nation’s most transformative 
events.

Now, it is your turn.  We recently 
promised you the opportunity to be 
a part of local history.  This is your 
chance to join us by sharing your 
thoughts and impressions of 2020.  
Although faced with a different 
enemy than what those Union 
soldiers faced in 1861, society’s 
threat from COVID-19 will not 
be diminished nor be forgotten.  
Starting this month, BCHS is 
launching a living history project 
to collect your reflections of the 
past year.  Our hope is to capture an 
intimate and captivating snapshot 
into 2020 from your accounting 
of your life last year dealing with 
upheaval and change.        

The accountings of the Spanish 
Flu of 1918 threatened not just our 
nation’s citizens but also the entire 
world population.  The devastation 
suffered by so many are stirring; 
the number of souls lost was 
overwhelming.  Over 100 years later, 
as the COVID-19 virus reached 
our shores and spread across our 
nation, we slowly began to realize 
the threat before us.  Measures were 
taken to educate the population of 

the seriousness of the virus.  While 
a part of government leadership was 
downplaying the crisis, other leaders 
bid warning and science was alerting 
us to take notice.  As we turn the 
page on a new year, we cannot 
help but look back at how our lives 
were impacted.  How did you feel?  
What impact did the COVID-19 
virus have on your family and 
your community?  What is your 
story?  This is your opportunity to 
contribute to history’s accounting.

The story you submit will 
be collected and archived at the 
museum to become a part of history 
for future generations to read.  We 
are seeking perspectives from 
school-aged students, retirees, 
teachers, health-care workers, 
business owners, first responders 
and everyone in-between.  Your 
submission is not limited in length; 
we welcome a few paragraphs to a 
few pages.  Your subject matter can 
vary; you may consider describing 
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From The President’s Pen
Dear BCHS Members and Friends,

The past year has been unprecedented, and we are looking forward to a return to a new 
normal.  We have learned many things from this past year, some of which will be very 
beneficial going forward.  We learned how much we enjoy the company of our friends and 
family and just being free to leave our homes safely.  We missed the opportunities to attend 
special events, see movies at theaters and dine at restaurants.  Basically, we missed the 
freedom to do and go where we want.

We also learned that there are alternative ways that can increase our ability to communicate 
with others through Zoom, Skype, and a host of other ways to learn digitally.  Rethinking 
and new horizons have developed as we emerge from the pandemic.  As lifelong learners, 
we have found ways to maximize our time and experiences through technology.  

At the Bureau County Historical Society, we have learned to adapt to these new and more 
efficient and accessible ways to communicate and educate.  We will continue to incorporate 
these methods that will help us to more effectively serve our members and friends and 
achieve our mission of making Bureau County history come alive for those we serve.

We thank you for your steadfast support as we continue to navigate these uncertain 
times.

Linda Gustafson
President, Bureau County Historical Society Board of Directors
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personal reactions (working from 
home, grocery shopping on line, 
home schooling), your day-to-
day routines (interactions with 
friends, attendance at church/
meetings, hobbies, staying in good 
spirits), and situations you were 
faced with during the pandemic 
(safety precautions taken, family 
gatherings, graduations, funerals, 
sporting events, dining out).

During a time when we 

continue to be hopeful, we are 
aware that COVID-19’s final 
chapter has yet to be written.  The 
pandemic is growing worse; the 
number of COVID cases continue 
to skyrocket nationwide as the 
number of deaths in our nation also 
climb and set records on a daily 
basis.  Two new vaccines are being 
distributed and more vaccines are 
on the way.  We are encouraged 
to exercise caution in an effort to 
slow the virus and stay healthy.  We 

continue 
to wear 
masks, 
wash our 
hands, and 
socially 

distance from others.  The days 
and months ahead will continue to 
challenge everyone.  Your stories 
matter!  We urge you to continue 
to journal and write new chapters, 
collecting history as it happens in 
2021. 
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Annual Appeal THANK YOU

Bill Lamb Collection DVD
New DVDs of films restored from the Lamb col-

lection in 2020 are for sale available now for $20. 
Purchases can be made by calling the museum (815-
875-2184), email, or online at bureaucountyhistorical-

society.com by clicking on the “purchase DVD” link. 
Proceeds from the sale of DVDs will be used in future 
projects to continue preserving and restoring more films 
from the collection.

The Bureau County Historical Society’s
First Virtual Annual Meeting

The Bureau County Historical Society makes an 
Annual Appeal to provide funds that support our day-
to-day operations, building and property maintenance, 
programs, archiving and research services.  Our appeal 
letters have been sent to our members and friends.  We 
are still receiving donations every day,  and we want to 

thank you and let you know how much these generous 
donations mean to the success of our historical society.  
Through your generosity, we are able to achieve our 
mission of making Bureau County history come alive 
for those we serve. 

Due to COVID-19 and the need for safe 
meetings, the Bureau County Historical Society 
held its first ever virtual annual meeting on 
November 4th.  The meeting was held via Zoom; 
we had many local members and friends attend, 
as well as participants from all over the nation. 
A video of the annual meeting has been placed 
on our BCHS website.

After the business meeting, a film of 
selections from the newly processed films from 
the Bill Lamb Collection was shown.  These 
films are the earliest of Bill Lamb’s films and 
the most fragile.  The Bureau County Historical 

Society was the recipient of the Princeton Rotary 
Club’s “100  Years of Service” community grant, 
and these grant funds were used to process and 
preserve the Bill Lamb films from the early days 
of film making.  Featured in the these black-and-
white silent films from the late 1940’s and early 
1950’s were scenes from Princeton as the City 
of Elms, the Bureau County Fair, local sports 
highlights and commercials. Also from that 
time period future U.S. President, then as movie 
star, Ronald Reagan at the Eureka, IL Pumpkin 
Festival.

Our Public Programs Going Forward
AT the BCHS, our first priority 

is for the safety of our members 
and friends who want to attend and 
participate in our public programs.  
We already have on hold nearly 
a year’s worth of programs that 
we were unable to offer due to 
COVID-19.  These programs are 
completely planned, and we are 
waiting for the opportunity to 

offer them safely.  We also have 
new programs that we have been 
developing that we also want to 
offer to you.

One thing that we learned from 
COVID-19 is that we can use Zoom 
and other media to provide our 
programs for those who are unable 
to attend them, especially those 
who live outside of our area.  As a 

result, for any new programs that 
we offer when it is safe to do so, we 
will offer our programs via three 
methods:  live, Zoom and on video 
on our website.  In this way, we will 
provide greater accessibility for our 
programs for all of our members 
and friends. We look forward to 
the day we can meet again, either 
virtually or in person!
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Curator’s Notes

While many of us had to make adaptations to the 
pandemic this past year, one of the most impactful 
for many families has been virtual learning. With 
multiple learners in the same house sharing resources, 
and parents becoming unsuspecting teachers, we are 
reminded of the early one-room schools of Bureau 
County. While they didn’t have wi-fi speeds to worry 
about, the challenges of finding good help, teaching 
multiple ages and grade levels, and adapting school 
schedules were very familiar. Below is a tip for daily 
scheduling taken from the Bureau County Schools 
teacher’s manual of 1912, written by G.O. Smith.

 “Deducting the usual recesses, there are 330 
minutes left in a school day for recitations and other 

work. In allotting this time to the several classes the 
following scheme is offered as a suggestion. Only a 
few of the one room schools have all eight grades at 
the same time. Most of them have but five or six. The 
time thus gained must be devoted to the classes that 
are present”:
Opening Exercises  10 minutes
Daily Drill Penmanship  15 Minutes
Written Spelling  15 minutes
First Grade  30 minutes
Second Grade  35 minutes
Third and Fourth grades  50 minutes
Fifth and Sixth grades  65 minutes
Seventh and Eighth grades 115 minutes

In December 2020, we received a grant 
from the Princeton Closet and Church Women 
United’s “Lending a Hand Program”. Each year 
proceeds from the Closet are distributed to local 
and regional non-profit organizations that apply 
for support. BCHS applied for and was awarded 
a grant of $250 to be used for computer upgrades. 

The photo library computer will be outfitted with 
a new hard drive and better operating system for 
accessing the vast amounts of digital data being 
produced by the Bill Lamb Collection. Thanks 
to the Closet and Church Women United for 
their many years of supporting BCHS and our 
community through their great work.

One Room Schools were
the first Virtual Classrooms



Mike has served as Treasurer 
for the Bureau County Historical 
Society for nine years.  He is Vice-
President, Commercial Lending 
at Heartland Bank and serves 
local business customers in the 
surrounding communities. He 
has over 35 years of experience 
in the financial services industry.  
Mike earned a Bachelor of Arts 
and Economics from St. Ambrose 
University and has completed 
the Iowa Bankers School for 
compliance, ethics and law. He is 

also a graduate of the University 
of Wisconsin Madison School of 
Banking.

Mike has served on many local 
boards and committees over the 
past 29 years.  He currently serves 
as President of the Princeton Area 
Chamber of Commerce, Treasurer 
of the Bureau County Historical 
Society, and member of the St. Louis 
Catholic Church ADA Auditor and 
Finance Committee. Mike and his 
wife Doris, reside in Princeton.

Curt Johnson has been a BCHS 
Board Member since the late 1980’s.   
he has served as board president 
and vice president in the past and 
is our longest serving current board 
member. He fondly remembers his 
BCHS colleagues from back then 
including Curator Mary Williams, 
Board President Maude Trimble 
and our last “sergeant at Arms,” 
Jim Prendergast.  Curt is also Vice-
president of the Wyanet Historical 
Society board and the co-sponsor 
of The Prairie State Long Rifle 
Show. He spent his career working 
at Josten’s/MTM Recognition 
in Princeton in the tool and die 
department, retiring in 2012. 

Curt is a renowned collector 
of early American long rifles (also 
known as Kentucky long rifles) 

by Illinois makers. He’s spent his 
lifetime collecting and repairing 
rare handmade guns and helped 
to catalogue and refurbish the 
museum’s collection over the years. 
He is the author of Gunmakers of 
Illinois 1683-1900, an in-depth 
study of the art of gunsmiths 
throughout our state’s history. Curt 
has presented lectures at museums 
and historical societies across the 
state of Illinois.

A collector of many antiques 
and artifacts, Curt has a passion 
for objects that connect us to 
our past. He has offered many 
history lectures at the BCHS over 
the years including programs on 
gunsmithing and his research 
into early photographers who 
worked in Bureau County. As 

one of our longest serving board 
members, Curt’s contributions are 
immeasurable.  We look to him for 
his knowledge of our local history as 
well as his “institutional memory” 
from having been such a valuable 
member of our organization for all 
these years.
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BCHS Board Member Spotlight:

Curt Johnson

Mike Smith
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History Club for Kids - US Presidents from Illinois
“It was here, in Springfield, where North, South, East and West come together that I was 

reminded of the essential decency of the American people—where I came to believe that 
through this decency, we can build a more hopeful America.” -Abraham Lincoln
Look up our Illinois Presidents in a book or online to find the answers to these matching 
questions:
Presidents Name Year they were elected? Illinois Hometown? Who was First Lady?
1. Abraham Lincoln a. 2008 a. Galena a. Nancy 
2. Ulysses S. Grant b. 1860 b. Chicago b. Michelle
3. Ronald Raegan c. 1868 c. Springfield c. Mary
4. Barrack Obama d. 1980 d. Tampico d. Julia

Historical Society
History Club for Kids

Bureau County - Illinois
Est. 2020
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A collector named Nowell 
Briscoe contacted BCHS in 2019 
regarding his lifetime collection of 
Virgil Fox memorabilia. Fox was 
one of Princeton’s most famous 
performing artists, learning music 
at first in Princeton’s schools and 
honing his craft in his father’s 
Apollo Theater in the 1930’s. Fox 
went on to compose and play organ 
music in concerts around the world 
and create dozens of studio albums. 
Briscoe, being a fan of theater and 
organ music, became a fan of Fox 
and took an interest in collecting 
items related to the organist’s life 
and career. He was an active member 
of the Virgil Fox Society. We are 
grateful for his gift of this collection 
to the BCHS in Fox’s hometown 

The in-depth archive created 

by Briscoe over several decades 
includes: magazines, pamphlets 
and concert programs and other 
items from throughout Fox’s career. 
Also included are newsletters of the 
Virgil Fox Society “The Clarion” 
and correspondence related to 
Briscoe’s own work in researching 
and writing about the musician. 
Upon sending the archive Briscoe 
said, “I wanted to pass along my 
collection of Virgil’s memorabilia 
to the BCHS to help others learn 
and appreciate the talent of this 
great virtuoso whose music 
continues to inspire and enlighten 
scores of young people across 
the country.” BCHS also owns a 
collection of Fox’s music recordings 
that can be heard at the museum. We 
hope you will take the time to learn 

more about the artist who wrote the 
“Princeton Loyalty” when he was a 
student at Princeton High School.

In the cold months of December and January, early 
residents of Bureau County used to “harvest” ice at Lake 
De Pue. The following excerpt is taken from “Big Bureau 
and Bright Prairies” by D. Parr-Leonard:

Around 1850 the W.L. Lemp company and Anhueser 
Busch of St. Louis had huge ice houses filled with ice 
from Lake De Pue, with a capacity of 40,000-60,000 tons 
of ice each. They also had a fleet of barges capable of 
holding 1400 pounds of ice which they towed into Lake 
De Pue before freezing over. Docks were maintained for 
repair work until the ice was thick enough to cut. This ice 
making turned into a large industry (each winter) with 
$1.75 a day as top pay for a ten-hour day of labor. Boys 
of 12 and over were paid 50 cents a day often working in 
weather of up to 22 degrees below zero. After (industrial) 
ice cutting was discontinued due to artificial refrigeration, 
F.L. Powers in partnership with his son, Ed Powers, built 
three ice houses and served the village with ice until the 
advent of at-home refrigeration.

- Winter Work- 
The ice business boomed when temperatures fell

BCHS Receives Monumental Virgil Fox Collection
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Explore local history, take a tour or browse our research 
library. Tours include both the historic Newell-Bryant and 
Clark-Norris homes on Princeton’s Courthouse Square. 
Research Library contains references from across the 
County, H.W. lmmke portraits, the Bill Lamb Collection 
and “Out of the Past” files. 

MUSEUM HOURS 
WEDNESDAY-SATURDAY 11:00 A.M. - 5:00 P.M.

Please Call to Schedule Tours

Research Library Open Wednesday-Saturday 
11:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m. 

Bureau County Historical Society
_____________ Museum & Library _____________

Visit the Bureau County historiCal MuseuM

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

Visit our website for information about becoming a Historical Society Member! 
BUREAUCOUNTYHISTORICALSOCIETY.COM

109 Park Avenue West - Princeton, IL 61356
(815) 875-2184


