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Winter Hours

BCHS is now open yearround! Beginning in the winter
of 2020 the Historical Society has
committed to keeping the facilities
open throughout the season. Our
regular hours are Wednesday –
Saturday from 11:00 am to 5pm
so feel free to stop by for a visit
or tackle some of that research
you been putting off this winter.
Severe weather closings are still
a possibility and some areas of
the museum may be closed for
maintenance. Feel free to call
ahead if you’d like to make an
appointment. We are happy to keep
the lights on and the museum open
for our members and visitors!

2019 Annual Meeting
“Bill Lamb at the Movies”

Thank you to everyone who
attended the BCHS 2019 annual
meeting on November 6th. Over
140 BCHS members and visitors
attended the reception at the
Downtown Pub and the premiere
screening of a portion of the Bill
Lamb films at the Apollo Theater.
Everyone enjoyed wonderful food
from Four and Twenty Cafe and
our official BCHS “old-fashioned”
cocktails prior to the showing of Bill
Lamb Collection movies on the big
screen. The BCHS Annual Meeting
was held. Annual reports were given
by the board officers.
DVDs of the program are
available now for $20.00 in our
gift shop. We have sold over 80
copies of the first edition, and
fundraising from this event will
support the production of another

Joanne Swan poses for
phote with Bill Lamb.

volume of movies to be produced
in 2020-21. Please contact David
Gugerty, the BCHS Curator, if you
are interested in purchasing a copy
of the Bill Lamb DVD or would
like more information about the
exciting things happening in the
photography department this year.

Bill Lamb Event Reception at the
Downtown Pub.

Premiere showing of the Bill Lamb films at the Apollo
Theater

From The President’s Pen
Welcome all of you to the 2020 year of events at the BCHS
On behalf of the Bureau County Historical Society Board of Directors, I would like to welcome all of
you to the 2020 year of events at the BCHS. Our board and curator, David Gugerty have been working
together to provide a wide variety of activities for all ages.
I would like to begin first with a thank you to everyone who generously donated to the BCHS
during our annual appeal and throughout the year. These donations make a real difference to the
present and future of our BCHS organization. As you know, the BCHS does not receive support
from any governmental or other sources of revenue so we depend on the generous donations, grants
and memberships that we receive to help us continue to maintain the excellence of our programs and
collections.
For the first time, the BCHS will not be closing during the winter months and will remain open
throughout the year to provide seamless opportunities for our members and guests to access our
collections and services as well as attend special events. The number of visitors to the BCHS has greatly
increased, and we want to be able to provide the opportunity for our members and guests to visit and
explore our amazing resources throughout the year.
We are forming a Junior High Advisory Committee of Junior High students who will meet at the
BCHS, have a tour of all of our buildings and come back a week later with suggestions for ways to make
visiting the BCHS a fun and interesting learning experience. We want the BCHS to be inclusive for all
community members – young learners included.
One of the suggestions from last year’s Elementary Advisory Committee involved starting a History
Club and this year we will begin the BCHS History Club for Kids that will meet monthly to explore the
BCHS collection and highlight different areas of the museum with interactive learning experiences. The
monthly meetings will be held on Saturday afternoons and will begin on February 29th from 3-4 PM.
Last year’s Victorian Tea was so successful, that we are offering a special Valentine Victorian Tea on
Saturday, February 15th from 1-3 PM at the Clark Norris House. Again, Four and Twenty Cafe will
be creating authentic afternoon tea delicacies for our guests’ enjoyment. There will be entertainment,
a fashion show of hats and lessons on the etiquette of afternoon tea. There will be a limited number of
tickets available, and the cost is $20 per person to cover the cost of the special afternoon tea foods that
will be served. To make your paid reservation, please contact our BCHS curator, David Gugerty at 815
875-2184.
We will also begin a new lecture series about Illinois history that will be presented by members of
the Princeton Friends in Council organization. The first program “Illinois Poets: Edgar Lee Masters and
Carl Sandburg” will be presented by Sarah Brooks on Tuesday, March 31st at 6:30 PM. Jessica Gray
will present “New Philadelphia: Sundown Towns” on Tuesday, April 28th and Dana Collins will present
“Lincoln in Illinois “on Tuesday, May 26th
These are just a few of the interesting events that will contribute to the special sense of place and rich
heritage that we have here in Bureau County.
We look forward to seeing you at our BCHS events this year.
Linda Gustafson
President, Bureau County Historical Society Board of Directors
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Bureau County Historical Society
To Host Valentine Victorian Tea
The Bureau County Historical Society will host a Valentine Victorian Tea at the
historic Clark Norris House. Guests will be welcomed by Mrs. Norris, the owner of
the Clark Norris House and her butler and will be treated to a traditional Victorian Tea
with tiers of scones, clotted cream and strawberry jam, tea sandwiches, cookies, and cake
as well as the finest of afternoon teas provided by Four and Twenty Café. Selections from
the BCHS china collection will be used to serve this special Victorian Tea.
Entertainment during the Valentine Victorian Tea will include piano selections played on
the Norris Family piano. There will be a fashion show of afternoon tea hats provided by
Julia Cain. Lessons on the etiquette of afternoon tea and its traditions will be presented.
Each guest will receive a personalized place card and a copy of the Valentine Victorian
Tea menu.
The cost of the Valentine Victorian Tea will be $20 per person to cover the cost
of the special tea food items. Reservations will be limited and can be made by
contacting BCHS Curator, David Gugerty at 815-875-2184.

History Club for Kids

Historical Society
History Club for Kids

New museum activities for students are coming in spring 2020. We are
pleased to announce the formation of the Historical Society History Club for
Bureau County - Illinois
Est. 2020
Kids. There will be monthly activities scheduled at the museum on Saturday
afternoons to help introduce the collection and our resources to students and
their families. Each program will highlight a different area of the museum,
such as coal mining, the Civil War, or Native Americans of Bureau County.
Students who attend our free programs will have the chance to dive in and explore the collection with hands on
demonstrations and up-close interactions with real artifacts! We will explore a different topic each month. Students
will also have the opportunity to request subjects they would like to learn about at future club meetings. Watch our
website and Facebook page for announcements about meeting times and subjects each month. The first meeting will
be held on Saturday, February 29th, 2020 from 3:00-4:00 pm. See You There!
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Bureau County Historical Society To
Host Junior High Advisory Committee
The Bureau County Historical Society will be
hosting two Saturday afternoon meetings of their
Junior High Advisory Committee to determine how
Junior High students might like to have fun learning
about the history of Bureau County. During the first
meeting, BCHS Curator David Gugerty will provide
a tour of the museum’s buildings and the students
will be asked to begin to think about educational
activities that they would enjoy at the historical
society.

WWI Trench

BCHS will construct a display of WWI
artifacts to be shown in a real military trench at
Warnecke Woods in May 2020. The purpose of
this exhibit is a combined effort of the BCHS,
the BC Conservation District and 8th grade
Logan Jr. High teacher David Gray to provide
an immersive educational experience for his
eighth grade students.
The students will be transported to the site to
view the installation on Friday, May 15, 2020.
Historical Society members and the general
public will be invited to visit the project on
Saturday, May 16, 2020 from 10am-4pm.
In addition to the trench area, the exhibit
will also utilize the use of park shelters to
depict a “hospital tent” and “mess hall”.
WWI period vehicles will be on display in the
parking lot. We are looking forward to this
exciting new project. More details will be in
the spring newsletter.
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At the second meeting of the Junior High Advisory
Committee, the students will share their ideas about
the kind of educational activities that they would
enjoy while visiting at the Bureau County Historical
Society. Their ideas will be used going forward
in making the BCHS museum more relevant and
interesting to our local youth. The goal of this
advisory committee is to provide a sense of place for
our local youth and an appreciation of the history of
the area where we live.

KP3000 Film Process Equipment
A new method for archiving film negatives has
arrived at BCHS. Thanks to a very generous donation
in December 2019 from David and Judith Peterson
of Princeton, and their son Karl of New York, the
Historical Society will now be able to re-photograph
film negatives as an alternative to scanning. Karl has
invented a device called the KP3000 which makes
digital images of film negatives by utilizing a camera
and lens as opposed to traditional scanning equipment.
This method yields very high-resolution results
and will save significant time in imaging the Bill
Lamb Collection’s 90,000 individual negatives. The
Petersons donated the new KP3000 device, constructed
by Karl, and a new Canon 30 megapixel camera and
other accessories needed to begin processing film
this way. We are fortunate to have Historical Society
members with the knowledge, skill and generosity to
support such an ambitious project. This donation will

Karl Peterson and David Gugerty with the KP3000 at
the BCHS.
allow us to make more of the collection accessible
in less time than would ever be possible without this
technology.

Illinois History Lecture Series
The BCHS will be hosting a new series of
Illinois history lectures that will presented by
members of the Princeton Friends in Council
organization. Friends in Council was established
in 1880 by Miss Eliza J. Warfield “for the mutual
improvement of women by means of reading and
studying” through the presentation of reports on a
different cultural, historical or scientific topic each
year.
Last year’s topic was “Downstate: The Power of
Place” which dealt with the history of downstate

Illinois. The first program “Illinois Poets: Edgar
Lee Masters and Carl Sandburg” will be presented
by Sarah Brooks on Tuesday, March 31st at 6:30
PM. Jessica Gray will present “New Philadelphia
to Sundown Towns” on Tuesday, April 28th and
Dana Collins will present “Lincoln in Illinois” on
Tuesday, May 26th.
These programs will be presented in memory
of long-time Friends in Council member, Electra
Tarsinos.

Church Women United
“Lending a Hand”

BCHS is very thankful for a grant provided by the Princeton
Church Women United “Lending a Hand” program. We will
be using the grant funds to purchase a TV/DVD set-up for
our research library. Visitors will now have a station to easily
view our media archives and we will be creating a new Virtual
Tour video for those who are unable to access the Clark-Norris
house. Stop by and view history in high-definition this spring.
Thank you to everyone who supports the great mission of The
Princeton Closet!
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Curator’s Notes
A

s we begin a new year in 2020 there
are many exciting developments at
the Historical Society. Some of our
new programs for this year have been created
just for one group of members in particular,
our local students. Our mission to share the
history and heritage of Bureau County is
accomplished when we spark the interest of a
future historian. There are so many things at
the museum to interest and intrigue students
of all levels, we have science, technology,
engineering, and arts all lined up. As we begin

our series of Saturday History Club programs
and create projects like the WWI trench
display for Jr High students this spring, BCHS
endeavors to attract a whole new generation of
curious learners. Many of our board members
and volunteers tell of how they fell in love with
the museum as children. Hopefully, our new
programs will rekindle that interest for them
as well. There is so much to experience at the
historical society, and your family is welcome
to join us.

Grant News
In 2019 we joined Landmarks Illinois,
an organization focused on preservation of
historic places and architecture in our state. We
were fortunate to receive grant support from
Landmarks to help with the emergency repairs
needed on the front awning of the Matson
Library building. We also received Princeton
Chamber of Commerce façade improvement
funds to help with the cost of
painting the Newell-Bryant
House.
As you read in this edition,
BCHS recently received a
grant from the Princeton
Church Women United to
support needed equipment
for the research library. We
are also pursuing other grant
opportunities as 2020 gets
underway. We have applied
to the Sun Foundation for the
funding of another series of
Arts and History workshops
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this summer. This
program was very
well received last
season.
As you can see,
we are very fortunate
to have such great
community partners.
The grants mentioned
represent sources
of state, local, and
charitable funding
that all see our
work as an important
part of life in Bureau County. As
a private non-profit organizataion,
we have always been reliant on our
memberships, donations, grants, and
charitable foundations for funding.
We are very thankful and look
forward to sharing the generosity
shown for the Historical Society’s
mission.

Looking Ahead to 2020
FEBRUARY
The Valentine Victorian Tea will be held on
Saturday, February 15th from 1-3 PM.
The Junior High Advisory Committee will
meet on Saturday, February 22nd and
Saturday, February 29th from 1-2 PM.
The BCHS History Club for Kids will hold its
first meeting on Saturday, February 29th
from 3-4 PM.
MARCH
The One Room Schoolhouse Exhibit will begin.
The BCHS History Club for Kids will meet on
Saturday, March 29th from 3-4 PM.
The Illinois History Lecture series will begin
with a presentation by Sarah Brooks on
“Illinois Poets: Edgar Lee Masters and Carl
Sandburg” on Tuesday, March 31st at 6:30
PM.
APRIL
The BCHS History Club for Kids will meet on
Saturday, April 18th from 3-4 PM.

The BCHS will host its annual Open House
and Recognition of Legendary Bureau
County Teachers of the Past on Saturday,
April 25th from 1-3 PM.
The Illinois History Lecture series will feature
a presentation by Jessica Gray on “New
Philadelphia to Sundown Towns” on
Tuesday, April 28th at 6:30 PM.
MAY
The World War I Trench Project at Warnecke
Woods for 8th Grade Logan Junior High
students will be held on Friday, May 15th.
The World War I Trench Project at Warnecke
Woods for the public will be held on
Saturday, May 16th from 10 AM – 4 PM.
The Illinois History Lecture series will feature
a presentation by Dana Collins on “Lincoln
in Illinois” on Tuesday, May 26th at 6:30
PM.
The BCHS History Club for Kids will meet on
Saturday, May 30th from 3-4 PM.

Bureau County Historical Society Hosts
A Victorian Family Christmas Party
The Bureau County Historical Society hosted a Victorian Family
Christmas Party on Saturday, December 14th from 1-3 PM at the ClarkNorris House. Local pianists, Sarah Brooks, Lenore Hopkins, and Lily
and Caroline Keutzer played favorite Christmas carols and songs on the
Clark-Norris piano. The house was decorated with traditional Victorian
decorations, and a Victorian Santa Claus was there to greet all of our
guests. For the children, there was an array of Victorian Christmas
activities, including making Victorian Christmas cards for their parents
and decorations for their family Christmas trees. Guests enjoyed seasonal
Victorian holiday refreshments, and tours of the Clark-Norris House were
conducted for our guests.

.7

BUREAU COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY

Non-Profit Organization
U.S. Postage
PAID
Permit #624
Princeton, IL 61356

109 Park Avenue West
Princeton, Illinois 61356
Phone: (815) 875-2184
museum@bureaucountyhistoricalsociety.com
www.bureaucountyhistoricalsociety.com

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

Bureau County Historical Society

_____________ Museum & Library _____________
Visit the Bureau County Historical Museum

Explore local history, take a tour or browse our research library.
Tours include both the historic Newell-Bryant and Clark-Norris
homes on Princeton’s Courthouse Square.
Research Library contains references from across the County,
H.W. lmmke portraits, the Bill Lamb Collection and “Out of the
Past” files.

MUSEUM HOURS
WEDNESDAY-SATURDAY 11:00 A.M. - 5:00 P.M.
Please Call to Schedule Tours
Research Library Open Wednesday-Saturday

11:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m.
Go to our website for information about becoming a Historical Society Member!

BUREAUCOUNTYHISTORICALSOCIETY.COM
109 Park Avenue West - Princeton, IL 61356
(815) 875-2184
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